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MEMBER:    FRIENDS of WORTHING MUSEUM 

 

ABOUT  US 
 
We are an enthusiastic, well-established group who behind the scenes, and at front of house for special events, gain 
pleasure and satisfaction from helping Worthing Museum.  If you have a passion for history and the arts please read 
on.  With your help we could do more. Members enjoy an excellent and varied programme of lectures, in the Worthing 
Library Lecture Theatre on the third Tuesday of the month. Doors open at 2pm with tea or coffee available, for a 
prompt start at 2.30pm.   
Social Events are held in the Worthing Museum education room in July and December. 
New members welcome - subscription is a bargain at £10.00 per year. Entrance fee per meeting is Members - £2, 
Visitors - £4. 
 

LATEST  NEWS 

           Friends of Worthing Museum’s Christmas party started with an update of happenings recent and 
planned from Senior Curator Gerry Connolly. Top spot was the Costume Trail, more detail available from the 
Museum. From the collection Gerry showed a box of stunning crackers decorated with wee turtles that were 
continually on the move, presumably sprung in some way to produce the effect. Much more interesting than 
anything available to buy now. He also brought along examples of beautiful Christmas cards. Member, Rita 
Wilson then entertained us with O Henry’s poignant ‘Gift of the Magi’ - how a young married couple dealt with 
the challenge of buying secret gifts for each other with little money. Rita concluded with an uproariously funny 
rendering of Alan Bennett’s school nativity play.  Member Alex Vincent compiled a tricky quiz, well done to the 
winning table who each received a bag of homemade biscuits, courtesy of Committee member, Sue Lutwyche. 
The congenial afternoon rounded off with the usual delicious buffet and we were pleased that some members 
of the museum team dropped by to share a cuppa with us. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Old Thomas 

 
 

 
Friends of Worthing Museum’s January talk saw the return of Peter Hill 

for his beautifully illustrated talk  
‘A Tale of Two Cities’. First stop was Estonia’s capital Tallinn with 

cobblestoned Old Town one of the best preserved fortified, medieval cities 
in Europe.  Among the many grand buildings we saw the oldest pharmacy in 
Europe located on the main Town Hall square and a beacon for our speaker 
who, until retirement had been a pharmacist. Old Thomas, guardian of the 
city, sits on top of the Town Hall spire close by. Then we heard of the oddly 
named Brotherhood of Blackheads, committed to defending the city from 
enemy invasion.  

 
Next off to Venice and St Marks 
Square, The Basilica, The Doge’s 
Palace, canals and gondolas, the 
Rialto Bridge and the ancient 
Jewish quarter with hidden 
synagogues. A magical tour of this 
unique Italian city. 
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LATEST  NEWS - Continued 

February saw the return of David Arscott for a marvelous talk on ‘Kipling’s Sussex’. We heard 

about his eventful life, punctuated by extracts from his poems such as ‘The Glory of the Garden’ and 

‘Sussex’, read by individual members, many thanks to those who participated. Kipling and wife Carrie 

settled in Rottingdean. Living so close to Brighton he became a tourist attraction so moved to the 

seclusion of Bateman’s. Having declined many honours he accepted the Nobel Prize in Literature, 

aged 42 its youngest recipient to date, and the first from England. 

  

Kipling’s House Rottingdean Bateman’s 

In March, we were transported by speaker Ian Gledhill back to the early 1900’s and London’s Savoy 

Theatre. We heard the light and effervescent music of Florodora the first big musical with “Tell me 

pretty maiden” the hit song. Then we heard “Beautiful, Bountiful Bertie” from the Shop Girl. Our 

musical afternoon took in more shows such as Edward German’s comic opera Merrie England, 

libretto by Basil Hood, and The Arcadians with music by Monckton and Talbot, lyrics Arthur 

Wimperis with a story about idealists who wish to transform wicked London to a land of truth and 

simplicity! Whatever next! Everyone left smiling and happy after one of our most enjoyable 

afternoons. 
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LATEST  NEWS - Continued 

 

Crop circles are not new was the opening statement which drew The Friends of Worthing Museum into 

the most intriguing talk by Andy Thomas. This was backed up by a picture The Mowing-Devil from a 

printed pamphlet of 1678! Close study started in the 1970’s and revealed the crop was laid flat, layered 

with no sign of damage to stalks whereas in manmade circles crops were creased and broken. Land 

above chalk aquifers has concentrations of circles suggesting something in the ground creates them. 

Then what are the white balls of light flying around the circles?  Whatever the cause the intricate 

patterns shown were visually stunning and beautiful in their own right. We were left with a lot to think 

about including the fact that these can end up in our food chain.  

 

 
At Avebury Wiltshire Oxfordshire Field 2009 
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LATEST  NEWS - Continued 

 

FRIENDS OF WORTHING MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY            
Charity No 306341 

TUESDAY 20 JUNE 2017 

We Welcome Dr Danae Tankard,                                                                
Senior Lecturer in Social and Cultural History,                                     

University of Chichester for a talk – 'Bought at London a large black 
cloak': metropolitan clothing consumption in seventeenth-century 

Sussex. 

 

 

An intriguing title! Come and join us to find out more.                                                                                                                           
Dr Tankard specialises in the 17th century and has been working on a study of 
17th century provincial clothing, with a focus on Sussex. Her talk will look at 

links between the London clothing and fashion market and Sussex consumers. 

Venue is the Library Lecture Theatre Richmond Road Worthing 

A cup of tea is included in the visitors’ entry fee of £4 

Prompt start at 2.30pm 

Please Help Us to Assist Worthing Museum 
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CALENDAR   OF   FORTHCOMING   EVENTS 

DATE EVENT  DETAILS 
EVENT LOCATION  

& TIME 

19 September 2017   

Jackie Marsh Hobbs  

‘Preston Manor’                                                                                                

-the grand Edwardian home of Sir and Lady Thomas 

Stanford.     

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

  17 October 2017 
Peter Hill 

  ‘Pills, Potions and Patience’ 

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

21 November 2017 

 

Tony Turner  

 ‘Amy Johnson: Queen of the Skies’. 

 

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

12 December 2017                                                                                                                            

 

Christmas Party with entertainment - a ticketed event. 
Worthing Museum Education 

Room 

16 January 2018                                                                                                                                 

Roger Mayhew 

 ‘The War on a Postcard’ 

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

20 February 2018 

Martin Hayes 

 ‘Worthing in Victorian Times’ 

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

20 March 2018                                                                                                                                      

Ian Gledhill  

Talk and Music ‘‘Glamorous Nights’. 

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

17 April 2018                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Mick Oakey 

 ‘Everyday Life in Ancient Egypt’.  

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

15 May 2018                                                                                                                                               

 

AGM 

 

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

19 June 2018                                                                                                                                     

Louise Peskett 

'The Wonderful World of the Regency Dandy’ 

 

Worthing Library LectureTheatre 
2 for 2.30pm 

Guests/Visitors : £4 Member £2 

17 July 2018                                                                                                                                          
Members’ Afternoon – a ticketed event 

Worthing Museum Education 
Room 
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